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GFWC — an international women's organization dedicated to community improvement by enhancing the lives of others through volunteer service
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Observe Child Abuse Prevention Month
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month and it encourages communities to promote healthy development for children. Everyone can make a difference!
What Can You Do?
· Participate in Wear Blue Day on April 5. Take a photo of your club wearing blue and use the hashtag #wearblue.
· Plant pinwheels. Prevent Child Abuse America’s blue pinwheel is symbolic of a happy childhood.
· Share information from Prevent Child Abuse America from their Facebook and Twitter. Throughout April they will post tips on how to support children and their families.
· Check if your local chapter is hosting an event you can participate in.
Children deserve a good childhood, free from abuse and neglect. Take action this April and show your support for Child Abuse Prevention Month!
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Leave Your Mark
National Arbor Day is April 26, just two days after GFWC’s Federation Day. By participating in the Arbor Day Grand Initiative, you can carry on GFWC’s history of environmental efforts and commitment to its community service programmatic areas.
Plot out your final details for Arbor Day on Federation Day and then help us plant 1,000 trees! Recite the information from this proclamation to add a special touch to your event. If you have a public Arbor Day event, make it an opportunity to share the legacy of GFWC with your community.
Planting a tree is a way to invest in your environment. Show your community that GFWC’s roots are 129 years strong! 

Tree Tidbits: Beautification
Beautify your local park, creek banks, or school playground. There are many species of trees that provide distinct beauty, including the maidenhair, blue spruce, or birch tree. Reserve Federation Day (April 24) as a time to plot out your final Arbor Day plans so that your club leaves a lasting mark on April 26.

Get Ready for Volunteers in Action Week
GFWC Volunteers in Action Week is an annual call to action! From April 21-27, show the strength and positive impact of volunteerism to everyone in your community. It’s no accident that Federation Day (April 24) takes place during Volunteers in Action Week every year.
April is National Volunteer Month, created to both honor volunteers and inspire volunteerism in your communities. That makes it a perfect opportunity for you to invite friends, family, and neighbors to join you for your GFWC Volunteers in Action Week activities.
The week is a great chance to make GFWC’s efforts visible all across the country while celebrating GFWC’s founding. Plan your projects now and don’t forget to share your successes with pr@gfwc.org to be considered for the blog!
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GFWC Rhode Island Supports Women Veterans
Last week, 44 women veterans were part of Rhode Island's first all-female Honor Flight to Washington, D.C. GFWC Rhode Island sponsored the flight as part of State President Karen Leach's President Project. They decided to find women veterans who were able to serve as the guardians to veterans who would need support during the day so even more veterans could take part! Veterans ranged from a 34-year-old who served in the Gulf War to a 96-year-old who served during World War II.
Two World War II veterans, escorted by Karen Leach and Budget and Finance Committee Member Debra Capuano, took part in the wreath-laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. This moving moment was also witnessed by Virginia clubwomen, including Jane Albro and Jane Woods of the Fairfax Woman's Club, and Peggy Schlegelmilch, President of the Northern Virginia District. Clubwomen were joined by GFWC Staff Members Sarah Fannon, Communications and Public Relations Coordinator, and Emily West, Membership Services Coordinator.
Veterans Day may be far away, but you can start planning how you can honor female veterans or active servicewomen. Host a luncheon for them, bring them as a guest speaker to a meeting, provide them with a day at the spa, or fundraise to send an all-female honor flight from your state!
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Brock Pupdate
[bookmark: _GoBack]It’s hard to believe that Brock, the Canine Companion for Independence named in honor of GFWC  International President Mary Ellen Brock, is already 18 months old! That means he’ll be enrolling for professional training next month. We wish him luck!
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