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GFWC — an international women's organization dedicated to community improvement by enhancing the lives of others through volunteer service
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In support of President Toby's special project we hope you'll do at least one of the following:
CFWC DAY OF SERVICE - November 5th, 2017 - WALK FOR HOPE
The CFWC board, at their September meeting, voted to declare Sunday, November 5th, as a CFWC DAY OF SERVICE.   Members are encouraged to:
1. Walk for Hope - join the California Federation of Women's Club team at the City of Hope to raise money for cancer and diabetes research. Sign up at http://nationalevents.cityofhope.org/goto/CAFederationofwomensclubs 
1. Do a virtual Walk for Hope
1. Plan a community service project on the weekend, either Saturday or Sunday (or choose another day that works for your club).   
1. Email Home Life Chair Priscilla Neufeld, prneufeld@att.net, with what you've done/planned.
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Join GFWC Nebraska and Go Purple for Prematurity Awareness Month
When selecting a Special Project, Nebraska Director of Junior Clubs Tara Plasek drew on her own family’s experiences. Having witnessed both her sister and niece struggle with medical issues resulting from premature birth, she knew that supporting March of Dimes was the cause closest to her heart.
March of Dimes’ mission is to improve the health of babies by preventing birth defects, premature birth, and infant mortality. In order to reduce premature births, they finance research and educate women on risk-reduction strategies. Throughout November, Tara and Nebraska’s clubwomen will be using Prematurity Awareness Month as a platform to raise funds for the March of Dimes and bring needed attention to the health issues that can result from premature birth including cerebral palsy, intellectual disabilities, chronic lung disease, blindness, and hearing loss.
As a creative fundraiser, Tara has distributed empty medicine bottles to clubs across Nebraska with her slogan, March of Dimes: Change for a Change, attached. Each clubwoman has been asked to fill at least one bottle with spare change, and bring it to their November club meeting. Several members have already returned their filled bottles, and many have requested additional bottles to fill!
If you would like to join GFWC Nebraska’s Junior clubwomen and recognize Prematurity Awareness Month, take advantage of the many social media resources March of Dimes has created. You can change your profile pictures to a World Prematurity Day graphic on Facebook or Twitter to help raise awareness, or sign up to automatically post a message of support and awareness to your social media community on November 17.
You can also get involved by going purple! Wear purple to represent the March of Dimes and prematurity awareness; light your clubhouse or home with purple; or get creative like Tara to inspire others to raise awareness by going purple. We thank Nebraska’s Junior clubwomen for supporting the March of Dimes and bringing this issue to the attention of the national GFWC audience.
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Thank You for another Successful Advocates for Children Week!
During GFWC Advocates for Children Week, clubs across the country sponsored incredible projects to help children. Each project catered to different needs children have, and all were a great success! For example, the North Pinellas Woman’s Club (Florida) brought books for children moving into a Habitat for Humanity home and provided stuffed animals to be “reading buddies”. The Okeechobee Junior Woman’s Club (Florida) collected nonperishable items for the Backpack Program at their local school. The Outer Banks Woman’s Club (North Carolina) prepared to purchase holiday gifts for families in need.
GFWC Headquarters learned of these amazing projects by reading posts to the official GFWC App as part of the Advocates for Children Week App Contest. We thank everyone who participated in the contest and congratulate the Pioneer Junior Woman’s Club (Massachusetts) for winning the raffle. Please continue to use the GFWC App to announce your club’s success stories, to post event photographs, and to invite your fellow clubwomen to attend fundraisers. The GFWC App is a great tool for publicizing your club!

Legislative Action Corner
Opioids
President Trump officially declared the opioid crisis a Public Health Emergency. The 90-day declaration directs federal agencies to better use their funding to fight the opioid problem, but no new funds were provided at this time. The executive action allows for expanded access to telemedicine, including services involving remote prescribing of medicine commonly used for substance abuse or mental health treatment; allows the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) to quickly make temporary appointments of specialists to respond to the crisis; allows the Department of Labor to issue dislocated worker grants for those impacted by abuse; and allows for the shifting of resources within HIV/AIDS programs to help people eligible for substance abuse treatment. Last year, Congress passed the Comprehensive Addiction Recovery Act to improve prevention, treatment, recovery, overdose reversal, and our law enforcement efforts. GFWC supported this legislation.      
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